The Choral Souvenirs

2013 / Sound installation / MP3 Players x8 / dimensions variable

The sound installation was shown at Tsuchiyu hot springs in Fukushima, after the Fukushima
Daiichi nuclear disaster. The sounds that can be heard from the interior of a souvenir shop
include the cries of animals, the chirr of insects, and the twitter of birds that exist(ed). Imitated
with the voices of Japanese speakers, the sound installation offers the opportunity to experience
the richness of expressions unique to the Japanese language through onomatopoeias, and
simultaneously allows viewers to imagine the chorus of Fukushima’s luxuriant nature and the
abundance of the land. Yet, it remains to be known if one can still hear the voices of nature in a

similar environment in Fukushima in the future.
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