The Nature with Action / A performance at “Das Dritte Land”

Duet in No-man’s-land
2019

Sound installation by Link Player with portable speakers x8 / dimensions variable

The voices in Japanese, Korean, and German
Date: 13 — 14 September 2019 / 4pm — 9pm
Venue: Das Dritte Land, Matthaikirchplatz, 10785 Berlin - Kulturforum

Supported by Keum Art Projects

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_70a2eNtajl

Based on my unique method, | create new onomatopoeia in collaboration with people who speak
different languages, often resulting in sound installations, which form a significant part of my work.
My artistic practice embraces various approaches, including a method | have developed that
transforms sounds into language, using voices and texts that consist of onomatopoeia. The term
‘onomatopoeia’ refers to words that mimic sound. This term comes from the Greek language, and
its origin means to ‘create a language.’

The sound installation is shown in “Das Dritte Land” * is composed of voices of people in Japan and
Korea that mimic birds, frogs, and insects found in both countries. Will mutual influences give rise
to similar vocal expressions in the neighboring countries when the song of the same bird is
mimicked? Or is this a chance to discover the diverse range of onomatopoeias due to differences in
culture and custom and the existence of dialects?

| regard “Das Dritte Land” as a border zone dominated by nature and a no-man’s-land similar to the
strip between the boundaries of the Berlin Wall when the East and West were divided. Borders are
not only boundaries that divide two places but are also gaps that each party can share. By creating
a landscape of mingling sounds that mimics nature by various voices from two countries—Japan
and Korea—in “Das Dritte Land,” we imagine a place where both countries, confronted by social

challenges, exist harmoniously and jointly share its diversity.

x"Das Dritte Land" ; Inspired by landscape painting during the Joseon dynasty, two artists Seok Hyun Han and Seng Hwoe Kim
created an imaginary, utopian landscape in their Das Dritte Land,(which means “the third land”) in which nature seems to have
dissolved the ideological border. Their artist garden seeks to renew the discourse on borders and utopias, nature and politics, as
well as the experiences of borders in Germany and Europe, in Korea and the world. "Das Dritte Land" is located on Berlin’s

Matthaikirchplatz, reflecting the eventful history of the divided Berlin during the Cold War.
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