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Sound installation / mixed media: speaker, Mac with surround system, audio interface, MP3players

| have started a research project of onomatopoeia in the Ainu language for Open Call AIR (Artist In
Residence) project of Sapporo Tenjinyama Art Studio. | have met and talked to some the Ainu people
and researchers, read some documents to learn various culture and history of the Ainu. The
impressive discovery for me is Upopo, an oral literature of the Ainu, and Kamuy yukar, an epic poetry
of the Ainu. Their Unique words and characteristic refrain that are seen in troll of Upopo, or Sakehe
(one of Hayashi Kotoba, the meaningless refrain used to maintain the rhythm of Kamuy yukar are filled
with a sense of exaltation, which inspire me a lot to realize the natural power of words.

| will present a new work for this Result of the Stay Presentation.

The work is a sound installation called “ikdynu” using Sakehe. “ikdynu” means “to hear the words from
animals or things that people usually cannot hear” in the Ainu language. Sakehe in Kamuy yukar is
used repeatedly, to describe the voice of the main character called Kamuy, that are animals or insects.
It also describes the manner of Kamuy, or sometimes they are just nonsense words. To imitate or

vocalize the Sakehe will give you an experience of the Ainu words.

This movie is a sound work which was performed with mayunkiki at the closing of the AIR program "s

(k) now" held at Sapporo Tenjinyama Art Studio on February 26, 2017.

Collaborate with mayunkiki
Camera Operator: Sapporo Tenjinyama Art Studio, Taiga Kobayashi

Supported by Sapporo Tenjinyama Art Studio
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